
Fufi at her retirement party in 1995 

The Women of GlaxoSmithKline 
 

Val 

• Born in Isleworth in 1944 

• Grew up in Brentford and then 

moved to Chiswick after she was 

married in 1965 

• She worked as a receptionist and 

on the chauffeur desk at 

Beechams from 1989 until 2005 

 

 

 

 

 

“I think that (working at Beechams) was the 

best part of my working life… the time just 

flew by.” 

“we had a coffee shop… there was a SPAR 

grocery store where you used to be able to 

buy Beechams at a discount price” 

“if you join [Beechams] you stay for a long 

long time… that must say something for the company. You are treated very 

well if you’re good at something you can get on you can get a promotion… 

it’s on merit and merit alone. 

             

Fufi  

• Born in Egypt in 1939 to Italian parents 

• Moved to England in 1965 and have been 

here ever since 

• Started working at the Lucozade factory as a 

part-time temp in 1965 

• She retired in 1995 as an HR manager 

Val with her husband on holiday at the Grand Canyon 

Val and her GSK colleagues at a social in 2005 



“It was lovely, the atmosphere was very very 

good. There was a lot of long serving people so 

people were friends and helped each other... it 

was a good atmosphere” 

 

“it was all happy, I can’t say that I enjoyed 

something more than anything… but I suppose 

in terms of environment… the factory was quite 

a nice environment. I learnt an awful lot. I think it 

was all quite happy… I had very nice bosses.” 

    

 

 

Pauline 

• Born in Chiswick in 1940 

• She worked in the restaurant at Beechams for 18 

months in 1973 and then came back later to 

work in the cafeteria and stayed until 1993 

 

 

 

 

 

“we were always very happy at Beechams, we 

were very happy, even though it was hard work… 

but because you had different jobs every week, 

like one week you’d be on the counter next week 

you’d be on the pudding, then the following week 

you’d be on the washing machine, then you’d be 

on the clearing up… so at least you got a different 

perspective” 

“we used to go in there and laugh near enough all 

day” 

“years ago (Beechams) was a lot better… when I 

was there we used to have some laughs, some 

real good laughs” 

Fufi being handed flowers by a company 

director on her retirement 

Pauline at her home in Brentford 

Pauline with one of the chefs after 

winning a trophy 



Georgie 

• She was born in Chiswick in 1948 

• She started working for Beechams in 1964 as a 

figure clerk in Medicine and Toiletries and 

worked until she took redundancy from GSK in 

2005 

• She ran her department’s netball team for a 

number of years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Beechams was good for me 

because they had a good social 

club” 

 

 

 

“[one of her bosses] Derek Mann, he 

was very nice. When we started 

playing netball he would help us with 

the netball team and all that. We 

had a competition once and he had 

some little shirts with our name on the 

back made for us” 

 

 

 

Georgie at her home in Brentford 

Georgie playing in the 1978 netball summer league 

Georgie doing the post in the office in 2000 



Thelma 

• Born in British Guiana in 1938, she moved 

to London in 1963 

• She worked in the Animal Health 

department as an office clerk. She also 

took on a cleaning job at another 

department in Beechams 

• Left Beechams in 88/89 after being 

made redundant 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I enjoyed my time working with Beechams 

because there was so much social activities 

that went on, they were very good at that sort 

of thing. We had a social club that used to have 

trips in the summer we used to go to the races 

and then we had a theatre club… and they 

were a good company to work for” 

      

 

 

 

 

 

Thelma at her home in Hayes 

Thelma on her 50th birthday 



Yvonne 

• Born in Chingford in 1939 

• She worked at Beechams for 42 years, 

from when she was 15 until 1994 

• She worked in the research labs testing 

the safety of the products being 

manufactured 

 

 

 

 

“I must admit that every boss I had a Beechams was very good… no I’ve 

been very lucky I’ve always worked with nice people. I still keep in touch with 

some of them” 

“they were good days and I’ve always worked with… really nice friendly 

people”  

“there were staff changes but we were like a family, we used to go to 

theatre, we used to have dinners out and socialise like that… we used to 

have cakes at birthdays” 

“I was a bit sad about (leaving) because I felt that I had lost a lot of friends all 

at the same time” 

Yvonne working in the research lab 


